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Kerrie & Co 
Cleaning, Ironing and 
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01373 463456 
07812 202206 

Only £40 for one year! 

988578 

 
Special Lunch Offer for 2017 

10% Discount with this Ad 

Open for Lunch 
Tues – Sat 12 – 2.30 pm 

Evenings Friday & Saturday 
6.00 – 10.30pm 

We also do takeaways 

Bookings: 
01373 467370 

james@thaikitchenfrome.com 

www.thaikitchenfrome.com 

 

Bed & Breakfast 

Self-Catering Cottage 
 

Stephen & Margaret Crossman 
 

Mill Farm 
Horningsham 
Warminster 
BA12 7LL 
01985 844333 

 
 

Hall Hire - bookings@horningshamvillagehall.com 

Event queries - enquiries@horningshamvillagehall.com 
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June 2017        Issue 203 

 

EDITORIAL 

The big event of the year in Horningsham is just around the corner.  Sunday 11th June is 

the big day for the Fayre.  Inside there are more appeals for help so plenty of opportunities 

to get involved in making this another successful year for the Fayre.  Whatever the 

weather, make sure you don’t miss the action-packed Fayre.  Remember that the proceeds 

go towards supporting our village organisations, including, of course, the Horningsham 

News. 

Although the Fayre dominates June in Horningsham there is much else we think will 

interest you in this issue.  The Annual Parish Meeting when village groups report on their 

year and their plans for the future is covered.  We have the latest instalment in the Mill 

Farm Chronicles, the lively account from the School of its interesting activities, a seasonal 

Monthly Recipe, the rainfall report (or lack of it!) from Parsonage Farm, an even more 

amusing than usual Cricket Club report, a Magistrates Court conviction of people stealing 

Longleat shrubs, and even the re-opening of a long impassable lane in the village.  Then & 

Now features the Round House in another in the set of Victorian watercolours.  Finally we 

continue our series on the men on our War Memorial who died in the First World War.  

This month we piece together what we know about Ernest Garrett from Pottle Street who 

died of wounds received on the Somme in June 100 years ago aged just 24. 

Tim Hill 

Please send your contributions for the next edition by Sunday 18
th

 June 

Email: horningshamnews@hotmail.co.uk 
Editorial Team 

Tim Hill  844365   Chrissie Buttery  844622 

Helen Taylor 215906    Gill Courtney  844411 

James Oborne (Treasurer) 844711 

 

We now have 508 “Page Likes” – well on our way to three times the number 

of printed copies! 

Printed by Parish Magazine Printing (01288 341617) printers of community magazines. 
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CHURCH NEWS 

 

What a difference a day makes!  Yesterday I drove back from church in Kingston Deverill 

on a perfect May morning.  The sky was blue, the clouds were fluffy and all the vegetation 

had the lovely fresh and vibrant look that you expect in May.  Today we are back to grey 

cloud and rain (although, if you are a gardener, the rain is very welcome).  During the last 

few weeks I have been busy preparing a new church inventory, which made me think of a 

different contrast, between the church now and many years ago.  A close inspection of the 

building, plus having to note the many gifts the church has received over the years, makes 

you realise how important the church was in village life, not only hundreds of years ago, 

but more recently.  In 1950 Horningsham had its own vicar and there were three services 

every Sunday. 

Things are very different now and it would be easy to be despondent.  However, our vicar 

Pauline emphasised recently at our AGM that it is important to focus on what 

Horningsham does well, which is the major services in the year such as Harvest, All Souls, 

Plough Sunday, Christmas, Easter and the Reunion, which are all well supported.  So, 

although there has not been a service in our church since Easter, we are looking forward to 

a communion service in June and the village Reunion in July. We hope to see you there! 

Helen Taylor 

 

 

 

Church Dates 

25
th
 June Eucharist 10.30am 

9
th
 July Village Reunion 11.15am (note change in time) 
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Dear Friends, 

The last few weeks have been unremittingly dry with dire 

warnings of drought; it’s been lovely for those of us who 

share our lives with furry companions, as there has been a 

lull in the business of washing paws and clearing up 

muddy imprints all over the floor and often the walls too.  

Today the tide has turned and the rain is pouring down, 

so back to bedraggled fur and soggy towels.  Wanting to 

do the best for my erstwhile companions I recently 

purchased two towelling coats to help with the drying 

process; it was Betty’s birthday earlier in the month so 

she had a magenta pink one, and Alf, of course had to 

have one too, a smart red one. 

All of us want to do the best we can to look after those we love and most of us also want 

what’s best for our local community; we work hard to try to provide the best possible 

environment for our children and grandchildren to grow up, and at the other end of the 

spectrum, for the care and wellbeing of elderly and frail family members.  

On June 8
th

 we will have to make a decision about which political party we think will best 

lead our country and that decision will of course be influenced by our own context, our 

own needs, and our own place in wider society.  It hardly needs saying that desire to 

promote that which is best for our own needs should not be the only driver in the decision 

making process. 

I don’t think General Elections feature in the biblical canon, but we can learn much from 

looking at how those ancient peoples organised themselves as a community.  The ancient 

Israelites were fiercely tribal; they had a profound sense of self-identity as the people of 

God and it was a heinous crime to take a wife outside their community.  Their lives were 

often short and brutal with much fighting and bloodshed.  And yet, running through the 

biblical stories is the golden thread of justice, and not, extraordinarily, just for members of 

their own tribe.  Again and again God exhorts them to look after the stranger and the alien, 

the widow and the impoverished, the poor and the destitute.  

Mahatma Ghandi said: “A nation’s greatness is measured by how it treats its weakest 

members.”  And I seem to remember Jesus saying a thing or two about loving our 

neighbour and caring for those less fortunate than ourselves.  So when we come to vote on 

June 8
th

 let us have the courage to look beyond our own narrow self-interest and think 

about the needs of those who struggle in our society. 

I leave you with a quote from a prayer attributed to St Francis of Assis: “Lord, make me an 

instrument of Your peace.  Where there is hatred let me sow love; where there is injury, 

pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, 

light; where there is sadness, joy.” 

Love and prayers, 

Pauline Reid revpauline@btinternet.com 
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HORNINGSHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Monday 18th May 2016 in Horningsham Village Hall 

Present: Chairman Councillor Tim Hill, Councillor Steve Crossman, Councillor Simon 

Millar, Councillor Fran Chris, Councillor John Radley, Councillor Michael Trollope, 

Councillor Gerard Brierley, Councillor Ken Windess, Councillor Dermot FitzGerald, 

Councillor Matt Simpson and Councillor Jayne Glover. 

Clerk Sarah Jeffries, Bob Montgomery, Martin Barnfield, Helen Taylor, Rachel Emmett, 

Sarah Savine, Keith Shattock, Geoffrey Wheating and James Oborne were also present. 

Victoria Howett Rural Police, Carole Andrews Head Teacher and Unitary Councillor Fleur 

De Rhe Philipe had sent their apologies. 

Parish Council Chairman’s Annual Report May 2017 

The Parish Council has had another active year covering a wide range of local matters.  

During the year, the Council has commented on 14 planning applications ranging from 

pruning or felling of trees to the temporary installation of bugs at Longleat.  It is worth 

remembering that, while the Parish Council is consulted on applications in the Parish, 

decisions lie with Wiltshire Council as the Planning Authority.  For example, while the 

Council received a briefing from Longleat on the proposed hotel, as the site is outside the 

parish it was not a consultee on the plans. 

Work has continued on the Parish Plan and good progress has now been made by an active 

working group led by the Vice Chairman, Steve Crossman.  Community groups are 

currently being consulted.  It is hoped that the plan will be finalised during the year. 

The community emergency plan has been drawn up by Councillor Matt Simpson and he 

has obtained snow warden tabards, supplies of salt and flood signs from Wiltshire Council. 

Good progress has also been made on the 100 year commemoration of the First World 

War.  Thanks to the Estate, in particular Michael Birnie and latterly Anne Strong, the 

ground below the Memorial has been completely cleared ready for sowing with grass.  A 

seat will be installed and the area will provide a quiet contemplative space for people to 

enjoy the views of the village.  The clearing of the trees has also restored the view of the 

recently cleaned Memorial from around the village.  It is anticipated that the project will 

be completed in time for the 100 year anniversary of the end of the war.  Villagers have 

also been able to learn about the men whose names are on the Memorial through the 

Horningsham News which has been featuring each of them in the month that they died. 

The Play Area project continues, though sadly without a Lottery grant.  We are sorry to be 

losing Councillor Emma Curtis who has so actively led the project and thank her sincerely 

for all her efforts.  The area of land is being assigned to the Parish Council under a lease 

from Longleat that is separate from that for the Hall and field.  With the cooperation of Mr 

Bob Montgomery, quotes are being sought from equipment suppliers.  It is hoped that the 

project will finally become a reality during this year. 

The Council has been active in improving the visual appearance of the village following a 

period of neglect.  The largest item of expenditure in the Council’s annual budget is the 

cutting of grass in communal areas including the upper churchyard.  A special mention is 

due to Councillor Ken Windess who has worked tirelessly and on an entirely voluntary 

basis to maintain the Council’s assets such as the bus shelters and seats.  A further asset is 
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to be added when the Council shortly acquires ownership of the dilapidated phone box 

near the Bath Arms which Ken has volunteered to care for.  Thanks are also due to Mr 

Graham Long who so conscientiously maintains the Newbury phone box.  Councillor Fran 

Chris again organised the annual litter pick when her band of willing volunteers gathered 

an enormous amount of rubbish.  Mrs Sarah Jeffries, the Clerk, was successful in obtaining 

a £600 grant to purchase the equipment for litter picking.  Councillor Chris also walked 

the rights of way in the village to identify any issues.  The Estate has continued to make 

progress with the refurbishment and re-letting of houses and has been very cooperative in 

the matter of hedge cutting around the village.  As a result, the Council has decided that it 

would now be worth entering the Best Kept Village Competition after a gap of a number 

of years when the village looked so neglected. 

It is clear from this report just how important the relationship between the Parish Council 

and Longleat is.  Horningsham is highly unusual these days in being almost entirely owned 

by an Estate and a close and cooperative relationship is essential for the well-being of the 

village.  Although we were sorry to lose Mr Michael Birnie who, as Land Agent, worked 

so closely with us, I am pleased to say that Longleat CEO Mr Bob Montgomery has been a 

very frequent attender at our meetings and has been unfailingly helpful. 

Village Hall 

James Oborne reported to Council as the new Chairman of the Village Hall Committee. 

James reported that their Goal for the year ahead is to maintain the building in good 

condition as it reaches its 100
th

 year. The marketing of the hall as a wedding venue and 

corporate hiring is being targeted as the best way forward to achieve this. The committee 

are looking at investing and targeted the marketing at this area. The repainting of the 

inside of the hall to a neutral colour, replacing the curtains, lighting and raising the roof to 

its original height, were some of the projects expected to take place to make it a more 

attractive venue.  Broadband access and mobile connectivity are being investigated and 

will hopefully increase the use of the hall. It was understood that the roof and heating 

system both need upgrading, it was thought increasing the footfall will help with grant 

applications for these two costly projects. A licence might be sought for the Hall to help 

increase the profit margin with event bookings. 

Cricket Club 

James Oborne reported that the Cricket Club had won the League, they have a thriving 

team and a very successful team. He felt that there should be more teams encouraged to 

form within the parish for other sports, football etc. James highlighted that there are ping 

pong tables that could be used by a club, he felt that there should be more activities to 

bring people together. 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Keith Shattock reported as the Neighbourhood Watch Representative. Keith reported that 

Councillor Matt Simpson is to take over as Neighbourhood Watch Representative 

gradually over the coming year. Keith gave a brief of the crime incidents that had 

happened recently within the parish and Keith said he felt pleased to live in the village as it 

is such a safe place to live. He wished Councillor Matt Simpson all the best. 
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Police 

PCSO Debbie Robins was unexpectedly detained by her duties but submitted a report after 

the meeting.  The details of this can be found later in this issue. 

Longleat Enterprises 

Bob Montgomery reported to Council that last year had been another record year for 

attendances, driven substantially by special events. Several planning applications will be 

coming out in the year ahead to assist with handling the increased capacity issues. He 

reported that Koalas and Wombats are coming to the park next year.  Outline planning 

permission for the new hotel plans was delayed due to the Unitary Council elections but a 

decision is expected by the end of June. 

Bob Montgomery handed out large pictures of the restoration of Half Mile Lake and the 

Great Pond at Longleat. The dredging of the lake will be a major project costing over £1.5 

million and lasting at least 18 months. The Environment Agency and many other outside 

bodies have also been involved in the project. 

Longleat Estate  

Mr. Martin Barfield Head of Building Services, spoke to the meeting. He mentioned that 

the Estate team has increased. They are looking at the Estate stock of property, bringing 

the housing up to a better standard both internally and externally. The Estate has improved 

those houses that were almost derelict and now the other properties will be addressed, 

bringing them up to an appropriate standard. 

Geoffrey Wheating spoke on the issue of fly tipping and a new central reporting system 

being established to cover the Estate. The information will be circulated to the Parish 

Council and on the Community Facebook pages. 

Parochial Church Council 

Helen Taylor reported on the Church and said that finding clergy to take services can 

sometimes be a challenge. Now that the Rev Alison Wadsworth has retired, they are very 

pleased that the Rev Di Britten from Corsley is now taking services again after a six month 

break. Di took the Easter service and in November she will lead the service at the War 

Memorial. The special services at Horningsham such as Plough, Harvest, All Souls and the 

Reunion continue to be well supported & much appreciated. Regular worship is available 

in the Deverills every week.  Apparently Horningsham is the most popular church for 

weddings in the Benefice. 

The building is in good order. The faulty roof tiles have been replaced, which means the 

roof is now sound. A quinquennial inspection is due next year, when the architect may tell 

us that one section of lead needs to be renewed, but hopefully it won’t be anything too 

major. As always, the Church would like to say thank you to the Parish Council for 

continuing to fund the mowing of the grass. This means that the top section where most 

people visit is always tidy; the sheep help us keep the lower sections under control. 

Sunflower Nursery 

Rachael Emmett addressed the meeting saying that the Sunflower Nursery in Horningsham 

will be run in conjunction with her other nursery in Frome.  She introduced Sarah Savine 

who is the Manager. She mentioned that they have only taken on the temporary classroom 

at the School and have been licensed to have 24 children but only plan to take 20. They 

currently have just 6 children but they hope to have a full class room in September. The 
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nursery will be open 9-3 but will open for parents at 8.30 am, if required. Parking issues 

have been addressed and parents are being briefed on where to park when attending. 

Luncheon Club 

A report from Lesley Trollope and Margaret Long was received that stated that the club 

was now in its 34
th

 year and thriving.  It meets 44 weeks of the year, providing a hot meal 

for its 33 members.  All of the cooks and helpers are voluntary and their efforts are 

essential to the operation of the club.  The club does not receive any public grants but the 

donation from the Horningsham Fayre enables it to continue to provide the meal for just 

£2.50. 

School 

Carole Andrews had sent a copy of their recent very positive OfSTED report. 

HORNINGSHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Horningsham Parish Council met on Thursday 18
th

 May at the Village Hall. 

Present: Councillors, Tim Hill, Stephen Crossman, Michael Trollope, Fran Chris, Jayne 

Glover, Ken Windess, Dermot FitzGerald, Simon Millar, Gerard Brierley, John Radley 

and Matt Simpson. 

In attendance: The Parish Clerk Mrs. Sarah Jeffries MILCM. 

The meeting began with the unanimous election for the coming year of Tim Hill as 

Chairman and Steve Crossman as Vice Chairman. 

Planning 

17/03154/LBC 

Proposal: Proposed alteration to the East Terrace gates and railings to provide wider 

access for emergency services. 

Location: Longleat Safari Park and Adventure Park, Longleat, Horningsham BA12 

7NW. 

Council supported the application. 

Best Kept Village Competition 

It was noted that the application had been sent in and accepted.  Information about how the 

village will be judged will be publicised.  Councillor Stephen Crossman reported that the 

judges are looking for a sense of community rather than chocolate box pristine villages.  

He reported that the grounds maintenance contactors have been informed. 

Village Hall Committee 

Councillor Ken Windess reported that Wi-Fi is going to be installed at the Village Hall 

next Tuesday.  Council were pleased to hear of this addition. 

Play Area 

It was agreed that the Clerk & the Chairman would sign the lease on behalf of the Council 

when it was received. 

Phone Box 

Council approved the payment of £1 for the soon to be decommissioned phone box near 

the Bath Arms. 
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Parish Plan 

Councillor Stephen Crossman reported that they had received 5 responses back from the 

community groups they had contacted and another meeting would be arranged in the next 

fortnight to push the process forward. 

The next meeting of Horningsham Parish Council is at 7.30 pm on Thursday 29
th

 June 

at the Village Hall.  All are welcome to attend. 

HALL NEWS 

 

Thanks to everyone who came to the first ever table-top sale in May. 

To our traders: Verity; Jayne; Rach; Annie; Kim; Neil & Sharon; Margaret; Suzanna; 

Zara; & Bella.  Thank you so much for filling the Hall with all your wares. 

To our buyers who came from the village and beyond, many thanks & please come again 

in July. 

And to the wonderful cake bakers, coffee makers, tea pourers, table setters and volunteers, 

a big, big thank you for all your efforts. 

We’ve listened to your feedback from the first ever table-top sale and hope to continue 

these every month alongside our regular coffee mornings. 

The next date for your diaries is 16th July so please let us know if you would like a table 

by contacting louisa@jaccbox.com 

We are now all preparing for the big summer event, Horningsham Village Fayre, June 

11th - 11am til 4pm.  Please join us for what is always a truly wonderful family day.  Any 

help with setting up for the Fayre or tidying up after is always very welcome and much 

appreciated. 

On July 15th we have Horningsham School End of Year party, with the Cley Hill 

Stompers providing the entertainment.  All welcome for an evening of fun and games, 

tickets will be available from the School. 

Louisa Cruickshank 
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HORNINGSHAM FAYRE 

The time is now!  It’s June so that can only mean one thing 'round these parts right?  The 

Village Fayre is upon us.  All that planning, baking, sorting, fixing, leaflet delivering, 

bunting begging, table counting, volunteer rustling, raffle prize gathering and seed sowing 

is coming to fruition. 

The fun starts at 11am on Sunday 11th June.  I know you all know that but here are the 

arena timings to really get those Fayre feelings flowing; 

11:30 Grand Opening by Lord & Lady Weymouth 

11:45 Horningsham Primary School Dance Group 

12:00 Plank Race – Heats 1 & 2 

12:30 Fun Dog Show – 3 categories 

12:30 Live music at the bar 

13:00 Plank Race – Heats 3 & 4 

13:30 Fun Dog Show – 3 categories 

***Arena Break*** 

14:15 Live music at the bar 

14:30 Dog Agility Display Team 

15:00 Infinity Dance Troupe 

15:30 Plank Race – THE FINAL 

15:45 Grand Draw for Raffle Prizes 

We are delighted to have the fun dog show again.  Bellevue Vets are running it with 6 

categories for dogs and their owners including rosettes for, “Best Child Handler”, “7 

Legged Race” and “Fancy Dress”.  Give your pooch a spruce up and come on down.  We 

are also looking forward to hearing Graham & Brian rock out some C&W covers at the bar 

- get your check on (Rick?!) and pull up your cowboy boots for some toe-tapping 

entertainment. 

We still have some shouts out for folk to get involved.  If you can come to the field at any 

of these times we would be grateful for the extra help. 

Thursday 8th: 6pm - 8pm Large tent erection 

Friday 9th: 10am - 1pm Small tent erection/tables out 

Saturday 10th: 10am - 12noon Finessing, bunting up, signage staked 

Monday 12th: 10am - 1pm Break down and pack up 

If you would like to help on the day, we always need people to meet and greet at the 

entrance, hand out the leaflets, help park cars etc.  If you could just do an hour that would 

be great.  Get in touch and let me know or find me on the day and volunteer.  I’ll be the 

one with a clipboard and mojito.  Did I mention the new cocktail bar? 

Then there’s all the lovely cakes and plants you’ve been baking and sowing; plants can be 

delivered on Saturday morning to Carole in the tent (any last minute bric-a-brac to 
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Margaret & Graham on Saturday please).  Cakes can be delivered to Susie on Sunday in 

the cake tent before 11am.  Please remember to cover the cakes with cling film and deliver 

on a disposable plate. 

The School still needs donations for its Tombola.  Please take them to the School by 

Thursday 8
th

 June – Yes, election day! 

So there’s still a bit of prep to do but we’re almost there now.  We have booked some great 

new caterers to bring Peruvian food and the school bbq is having an overhaul with Angus 

at the helm.  The World’s Greatest Little Coffee Box will be there should we flag a bit, 

along with Julia who is offering a bit of sanctuary with cream teas and cake in the Village 

Hall.  Whilst you’re in the Hall you can catch up with Dermot and Simon about all things 

Parish related. 

There are some great raffle prizes again, including a Longleat Safari Park day ticket for a 

family of 6 and a 6ft Norwegian Spruce Christmas tree.  Longleat have really supported us 

again this year and we are grateful for their involvement.  Ceawlin & Emma (Lord & Lady 

Weymouth) will be with us at 11:30am to open the Fayre with Lord & Lady Bath popping 

along for a pint and chat around 2pm. 

So tell your friends, bring your families and come along and support the biggest annual 

event in the village.  Entrance remains free but we would love it if you bought some raffle 

tickets.  All proceeds from the Fayre go to: the School; Church; Chapel; Hall; Cricket 

Club; Luncheon Club; and the Horningsham News.  This is direct community giving 

PLUS you get to have a great day out!  Check out our Facebook Page for all the latest 

updates and news: facebook.com/HorningshamVillageFayre 

See you on Sunday 11th June: 11am - 4pm. 

Caroline Dykes 

 

INS & OUTS 

 

Just one notable “In” this month.  A special welcome to India Rose, born on 11
th

 May to 

Frank Bailey and Sarah Ellison who live at 69 Church Street.  Frank is the Chef at the Bath 

Arms. 

Maggie Oborne 

 

A PLEA FOR POTS! 

My stock of flower pots and trays (in particular larger pots) is beginning to run low, so 

please can you save your pots and trays when planting out this summer. Any size or shape, 

clean or dirty, both Carole and I will be very pleased to receive donations – please don’t 

throw them out! You can either bring them to the plant stall at the Fayre or leave them 

inside the church. Thank you very much. 

Helen Taylor 
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Munday’s Lane Re-opened! 

 

After many years of being impassable due to an accumulation of mud and weeds, 

Wiltshire Council finally responded to the Parish Council’s request and brought in a digger 

and cleared Munday’s Lane.  However, because of the configuration of the tarmac in 

Church Street, care is still needed for all vehicles except those with high clearance.  Horses 

and pedestrians though, can now enjoy this route from near the Old Forge in Gentle Street 

up to Church Street. 

Like some of the other road names in Horningsham such as Rowe’s Hill, Munday’s Lane 

gets its name from a person.  Records show Mundays living in Horningsham during the 

second half of the 17
th

 Century.  The last one seems to have been John Munday who was 

buried in the churchyard in 1703.  It is remarkable that in the 21
st
 Century we still know 

the lane by his name.  Sadly, we do not know where the Mundays lived but it seems a safe 

guess that it was probably somewhere down in Gentle Street and they regularly used the 

lane. 
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WELCOME CLUB 

On Tuesday 25
th

 April it was the first outing of the year for the Welcome Club.  It was a 

Mystery Trip.  We headed down the A303 not sure where we were going.  Then we turned 

off for Crewkerne.  We were thinking, could it be Lyme Regis?  No, it was West Bay for a 

coffee stop.  Although there was a cold wind, it was beautiful and sunny.  We then 

followed the coast road to Abbotsbury, turning off towards Weymouth, but stopping at 

Portland Bill for lunch.  Some of us went to the restaurant on the cliff edge and others 

went to the Pulpit Inn where we had a lovely meal and some of us were able to enjoy a 

pint.  Then onwards to Weymouth for the tea break.  We were very lucky with the weather 

– sunny and dry all day, just that cold wind.  We stopped at Podimore to do the usual raffle 

organised by Tom.  Everyone came home tired but very happy after such a lovely trip. 

Many thanks to Pearl for that report on our day trip and thanks also to Tom for his 

presentation on the works of Charles Dickens at our Thursday meeting. 

Our June coach trip will be to the beautiful spot just beyond Swansea – namely, The 

Mumbles.  Do join us on Tuesday June 20
th

 if you can – all welcome.  Leaving times as 

always: 8.45 from Horningsham & 9.00 from Maiden Bradley. 

As mentioned previously, our June Thursday meeting will be a week earlier on the 8
th

 to 

enable us to make our donation in kind to the Fayre’s Bric-a-Brac stall which is on June 

11
th

.  Start hunting for any unwanted treasures lurking! 

See you soon. 

Chris Short 01985 847373 

 



13 

 

HORNINGSHAM CRICKET CLUB 

After a disappointing end to April, and an inauspicious start to 

May, this has been a busy and successful month for the Cricket 

Club.  The disappointment was the cancellation of our game 

against the Pakistan High Commission.  This would have been 

one of the highlights of the season, with a party of 50 due to 

come down from the High Commission - players and supporters 

and families - and have a great day out.  Unfortunately the BBC 

insisted that it was going to pour with rain all day so it seemed 

wisest not to come.  In the end it barely rained at all. 

This was followed by a performance of unprecedented incompetence, even by our 

standards, against Sherborne School.  We have been playing the school staff for 6 years 

now, on their pristine playing field, and have always been thrashed.  This year we arranged 

for them to come here on an early May evening hoping that playing on our less level 

playing field would, well, make it a more level playing field.  It almost did, as they posted 

their lowest ever total against us, under 130.  In reply we reached 80 without loss, and 

were tantalizingly in sight of victory, if not in sight of much else as the evening had 

become rather dark. and then collapsed to 89 all out.  The loss of 10 wickets for 9 runs was 

a new record for the club. 

This brought an end to the 'pre-season' part of our season, with an unpromising record of 2 

defeats to 1 win, and we moved on to the 'season' itself with three fixtures in our new 

Sunday league.  Compton House forced us to perform more resiliently under pressure than 

we had against Sherborne.  Chasing a modest 120, we lost 4 wickets early before winning 

by a comfortable margin.  Glastonbury made it easy for us by not turning up at all.  We 

arranged a friendly against Mere instead, which we won, aided by a century by one of our 

players, who celebrated by spending half an hour in the shower afterwards while I was 

hoping to lock up and go to the pub. 

At Long Sutton , in Somerset, we found ourselves playing on a muddy track that had been 

rained on the previous day and not yet dried out.  It requires a certain patient mind-set to 

bat on one of those, as the ball bounces so low that none of your normal shots work.  It is 

fair to say our opening bat lacked that mind-set.  I won’t name names.  We were soon 

reduced to 2 runs for 4 wickets, and had to dig deep to set Long Sutton a target of 117 to 

win.  A hot sun and drying wind made conditions easier as the afternoon wore on and the 

game seemed to be making slow progress towards inevitable defeat, when suddenly Long 

Sutton collapsed, much as we had against Sherborne, and Horningsham won by 25 runs. 

At the time of writing, we are leading our division of the league. 

James Oborne 
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Horningsham Primary School  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

Tel: 844342 
admin@horningsham.wilts.sch.uk 
www.horningsham.schnet.org  

mailto:admin@horningsham.wilts.sch.uk
http://www.horningsham.schnet.org/
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PARSONAGE FARM RAINFALL 

April started warm and sunny, making us all feel that Spring was really 

here with Summer round the corner.  In fact there is really little that I 

can say, as it was only on the 18
th

 that the frost hit. 

But we continued to have fine weather, even the wind seemed to be 

warm.  We had a tiny and I mean tiny, drop of rain that hardly 

registered 0.07 of an inch.  The ground was so hard and most plants 

needed water, but by the end of April we had just 0.35 inches, 

compared with 3.20 in April 2016.  The total for 2017 is 9.38 inches 

compared with the same point in 2016 of 15.27 inches - so you can see 

we are way down.  Looking at my late father’s records we have had 2 

similar years that started like this year and that was 1955 with 7.66 

inches and 1976 when we had 4.72 inches by the end of April. 

John Whatley 

 

POLICE NEWS 

 

Our local Police Community Support Officer, Debbie Robbins, has been checking out the 

crime statistics and done a comparison of reported crime for the last 12 months and the 

previous 12.  The figures show a marked drop. 

2015-2016 

We had 32 reported crimes in the area which includes Center Parcs and 

Heaven’s Gate areas.  Of these the following were in the village: 

4 Anti-social behaviour 

1 Burglary & 4 non-dwelling burglaries 

1 Arson 

2 Criminal Damage 

1 Public Order 

1 Attempted break into a vehicle 

2016-2017 

Only 20 reports for the area, in the village there were: 

2 Anti-social behaviour 

1 Non-dwelling burglary 

1 Attempted burglary 

2 Theft of oil 

2 Dog issues 
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THEN & NOW 

 

1860 
 

 

 

2017 
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This month we feature another in the set of 19
th

 Century amateur watercolours.  This one 

shows the Round House seen across the fields from Water Lane.  The exterior of the 

building is still recognisably the same over 150 years later, though the interior is 

completely changed and the surrounding buildings were all demolished in 1987 when the 

substantial house was built. 

The Round House is all that remains of the cloth industry in Horningsham, an industry that 

was once a major occupation not just here in the village, but in the whole area.  The 

importance of the cloth industry in Horningsham is shown in a survey of occupations 

carried out by Longleat in 1799.  There were: 2 clothiers; 18 weavers; 8 shearmen; 4 

scribblers; and 2 twisters all employed in cloth production.  However, cloth production in 

the West Country suffered a great decline due to the rise of new industrial production in 

the North.  By 1841 the only Horningsham jobs left in the cloth industry were just 3 

weavers and by 1851 there were only 2: aged 72 and 84 and both described in the Census 

as “paupers”. 

The Round House itself is where cloth was hung to dry – hence its hexagonal shape.  It 

was said that when Longleat workmen dug into the earth floor it was still stained with 

colours from dye.  Locally, it was referred to as the Blanket Factory.  On the site, 

including the now empty ground on the other side of the road known as The Island, there 

was, a thriving cloth processing operation owned by William Everett a wealthy clothier 

who built nearby Holywell House for himself and his family.  On the land above the 

Round House there were tenter racks where cloth was stretched after fulling on 

tenterhooks to prevent it shrinking. 

In 1767 Everett installed a gig mill in one of his fulling mills to mechanically raise the nap 

on the unfinished cloth prior to it being sheared to make it smooth.  According to accounts 

at the time, one man and a boy using the gig mill could in two hours do the work done by 

30 men in a day.  Unsurprisingly, this was not a welcome development for the workmen 

and about 500 shearmen from the area marched on Horningsham and destroyed the gig 

mill.  This incident not only attracted local press interest but is cited by Karl Marx in Das 

Kapital. 

 

 

The Round House is currently unoccupied and is on the market to be let for £2,500 per 

month as is Holywell House. 
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Mill Farm Chronicles April - May 2017 

Its official……..Steve is happy! 

With all the grass seed and maize safely drilled and rolled in all Steve wanted was some 

rain, and got rain he did . . . for a week!  It was steady, warm rain that really watered the 

ground and started the seeds sprouting.  If you look at our sown fields you can see lovely 

bright green lines across them where the germination has begun and in a few weeks you 

won’t be able to see any brown earth at all between the green. 

We are still having a calf every so often but the majority of cows have calved now and are 

in the fields with their offspring.  Steve, Jack and sometimes I, now have to move them to 

fresh grass every week, apologies if you get caught up in that sometimes when we have to 

move them across roads.  The cows have done it so often before that we could almost open 

the gates and leave them to it but the calves can be a bit flighty if they lose sight of Mum. 

Steve took 19 of last year’s steers and heifers to market a couple of weeks ago.  We had to 

have a pre movement TB test carried out on them which I’m happy to say was clear.  Our 

next whole herd TB test is in the middle of July. 

Thelma and Louise, the pigs, have been enjoying the sunshine in the field behind the 

house.  They are quite old and retired now so probably won’t have any more piglets but 

will continue to live a lazy life just eating and sleeping (sounds bliss to me!) 

Poppy the baby donkey is growing and thriving on all the attention she attracts.  We often 

look out to see people stood at the top of the drive petting her, Mum Rosie and Aunty 

Lucky.  The older two have almost lost their winter coats now with the finer shiny summer 

coats coming through.  All through the days of spring lots of crows and rooks have been 

sitting on the donkey’s backs and pulling out the old hair, which they then use to line their 

nests.  The donkeys don’t seem to mind a bit because I suppose it helps them moult and 

stop feeling itchy.  Isn’t nature wonderful! 

In the B&B I’m finally waving goodbye to all my workmen and saying hello to my guests 

who have normal sleeping patterns.  It’s been challenging and tiring but we’ve made some 

good friends over the last 12 weeks.  Whitsun half-term is creeping up on us and yet 

another Bank Holiday and it looks as if the sun might shine giving the visitors good long 

days at Longleat. 

In my bid for “A place for everything and everything in its place” (see my New Year’s 

resolution, February issue), I was sorting through papers in an old desk when I found a 

really interesting bit of family history.  In 1966 the original Doctor Dolittle film, starring 

Rex Harrison, was being filmed  at Castle Combe.  Now obviously, because the film is 

about the Doctor’s ability to converse with animals, they needed lots of different animals 

for the various scenes.  I gather that the majority were supplied or sourced by the 

Chipperfield family who worked in conjunction with Longleat and were instrumental with 

getting the Safari park up and running.  Right, so if you’ve ever watched the film you’ll 

see that in the second scene Dolittle sings a song about talking to the animals whilst 

walking amongst cows and sheep, and guess whose cows and sheep they were? 

Correct….. ours! Well, Steve’s Dad’s to be perfectly honest, and I’ve just found the 

receipt for their appearance fee which was £600 then which in today’s terms would be 

£6,500.  It’s a real shame they didn't receive royalties!  I've got a copy of the film on DVD 
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and when Ivy is old enough to understand properly I’ll show her Great Grandad’s famous 

film star animals. 

Socially, we’ve been to two Quiz Nights and, whilst not disgracing ourselves with the 

results, not exactly shining either.  We’ve ended up half-way down (or up) the board so 

not too bad but it’s occasions like that, that makes me realise that actually I don’t know 

very much.  I mean who knew the Latin name for a Hedgehog was Erinaceinae, well I do 

now! 

Steve, Amy and I took Ivy to Longleat for a couple of hours last Sunday.  She loves the 

boat ride and the snake and we discovered the new toddler play area where Postman Pat 

used to be.  My independent granddaughter shot off to play on all the pieces of equipment 

and when I tried to help with a steadying hand I was told in no uncertain term “I do it 

myself Mamar!” 

Later on in the evening we all went to Manor Farm at Kingston Deverill for the Rogation 

Service. It’s a lovely service that takes place outside and we move around the Farm 

blessing the animals and crops.  After the service Mr & Mrs Stratton provided 

refreshments and in particular an apricot crumble slice.  Oh my word that was soooo good. 

I had two pieces and ruined my diet! 

Yesterday Steve, Amy and I went to London for the day. I say day but it was actually 8 

hours and 5 of those were spent sat on the train.  We went up to Bonhams, the auction 

house in Knightsbridge, to watch an item I had in the auction be sold.  It was a late 19
th

 

century Japanese 

Shibayama ivory fan 

from the Meiji 

period, a beautiful 

thing that I inherited 

from my late 

grandmother.  I 

gather from family 

that my grandfather 

found it amidst a 

load of bric a brac in 

an old tin tub at an 

auction many years ago.  It’s been sitting in my china cabinet for years and not really 

being admired as it should be.   

Anyway we went to Bonhams which was very posh, very shiny and very expensive.  We 

sat there in our ordinary clothes feeling very provincial whilst those around us paid 

hundred of pounds for stuff I wouldn’t give house room to but then what do I know!  Our 

lot was number 79 and I was really quite nervous.  There was a man bidding in the room 

and another on the internet and my fan finally sold for £1,700.  It was more than the higher 

estimate which was good but in my heart I was hoping for a Del Boy moment where it 

went for a million! Lol. 

After leaving Bonhams we walked back to Waterloo Station via all the usual tourist spots, 

had a quick lunch and hopped on the train to return home. It was a good day. 

Margaret Crossman  
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MONTHLY RECIPE 

Summer Pudding 

Midsummer!  A powerful time, celebrating solstice, the longest hours of daylight and 

shortest hours of darkness.  A time of abundance and availability of fresh British 

ingredients.  The recipe for Queen Mab’s Summer Pudding may seem predictable, but let’s 

pay homage to something that is recorded as long ago as the 14th century, is mentioned in 

Eliza Acton’s recipe book of 1846 and written about lyrically by Nigel Slater in The 

Guardian (Do read it, you may decide to follow his recipe!) 

 

Ingredients 

6-8 slices stale white bread with the crusts cut off 

675g soft fruits  - strawberries, raspberries - blackcurrants (a personal choice will make it 

individual) 

2 tablespoons of water 

150g sugar 

Method 

1. Line a 1 litre pudding bowl with the slices of bread.  Cut more if required to cover 

the bottom and the sides. 

2. Wash and prepare the fruit and put into a saucepan with the water and the sugar.  

Gently boil until the sugar melts and the juices begin to run but don’t let the fruit 

break down. 

3. Spoon the fruit into the prepared dish and make a lid with the remaining bread.  

Put a saucer or small plate that fits inside the dish on top and weigh down with a 

heavy tin or jar. 

4. Chill for approximately 8 hours until the juice has coloured the bread thoroughly. 

5. Remove the weight and turn out the pudding onto a plate. 

Serve with your favourite choice of cream, fromage frais or yoghurt. 

Simply ‘Summer’ on a plate! 

Top tips - use apple in the fruit mixture if liked - add some spice such as cinnamon or even 

a little liqueur - it’s a great pudding to make your own 
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LONGLEAT NEWS 

NICO THE GORILLA GETS GOOSE BUMPED 

Europe’s oldest gorilla ended up getting his feathers well and truly ruffled after a bizarre 

confrontation with a grumpy goose.  Nico, a 55-year-old silverback lowland gorilla, 

clearly didn’t take kindly to a pair of Canada geese who attempted to invade his island 

home at Longleat Safari Park.  The amazing encounter was captured on film by amateur 

photographer Michael Metchen during a visit to the Wiltshire safari park. 

 

“I was on the Jungle Cruise boat and as we got to Nico’s island, I couldn't see him; but 

there were a couple of geese there,” said Michael.  “One was standing on top of Nico’s 

house making tons of noise; I think they may have been looking for a place to nest.  Then 

all of a sudden I saw Nico’s head pop up and he starts waving his arm at the goose, the 

goose flies off, then comes straight back for another go, tons of honking and really trying 

to tell Nico off.  “Nico chases it off again but it keeps coming back and in the end he just 

looks a bit bemused and wanders off to find a quieter spot to sit down,” he added. 

Keepers are unsure of Nico’s exact age. He arrived at Longleat in the 1980s from 

Switzerland and the likelihood is that he may be even older than 55.  “Although he is now 

a very old man, Nico is still extremely active and in amazingly good condition,” said his 

keeper Mark Tye.  “However, like a lot of us, his temper has not necessarily improved 

with age and he clearly didn’t appreciate all the noise and disturbance from the geese.  

They arrive on the lake every year and remain for several months but it’s unusual for any 

of them to set foot on to the island.  Although Nico didn’t come out on top initially the 

geese clearly decided there were easier places to set up home and we haven’t seen them 

since,” he added. 
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The gorilla, who lives on an island in the middle of a lake at Longleat, has a purpose built, 

centrally-heated house, complete with classical pillars and satellite television.  At over half 

an acre in size Nico’s island home also includes plenty of space for natural foraging as 

well as outdoor facilities for play and relaxation.  There are also a series of landscaped 

lookout stations, giant tree trunk climbing frames, and a set of heavy-duty tyre and net 

swings.  Built in 1804 by leading landscape gardener Humphry Repton, the island was part 

of major alterations made at Longleat by the second Lord Bath. 
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Support The Plant Stall! 

Any plants to sell? 

Please drop off at Park Farm, or on Saturday at the Hall Field. 

Any help with selling plants would be welcome. 

Carole Hill 844365 

 

 

 

Cake Stall 

If you have anything for our stall please can you 

deliver to me any time on Saturday 10
th

 or early on 

Sunday morning. 

It might be anything from a cup cake to a gateau, jam 

tart to a quiche, marmalade to chutney, 

in fact anything that is home made and delicious. 

Susie Hilleary 844454 

197 Pottle Street 

 

 

 

 

Last call for items for the Bric a Brac stall. 

Any saleable items required. 

These can be brought to the Village Hall on Saturday 10th June 

or I can collect. 

Call 844756 Margaret Long 



28 

 

Can You Help Us To Build A Better Future For Your Air Ambulance? 

 

Wiltshire Air Ambulance has been saving lives for over 27 years and work has begun on 

our new airbase at Semington, near Melksham. 

The new airbase will bring together our helicopter, aircrew and charity team onto one site 

for the first time. 

The central location of our new airbase will mean our helicopter will be able to reach all 

parts of Wiltshire within 11 minutes, as it currently does now from its base in Devizes. 

Our fundraising appeal for the new airbase has got off to a flying start, but we still need to 

raise just under £1 million to complete the 

building and equipping of it. 

Can you help us raise the vital funds for our 

Airbase Appeal? There are lots of different 

ways you can get involved, such as holding a 

cake sale, organising a challenge event or 

uploading a photo for our helicopter mosaic. 

We also have fun ways for schools and 

businesses to get onboard and support our 

appeal. 

Find our more by visiting our special website www.wiltshireairbaseappeal.co.uk , call the 

Charity Team office on 01380 739453 or email hello@wiltshireairambulance.co.uk 

 

Registered charity number: 1144097 
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The Wylye Valley Art Trail has been in full swing from the end of May until June the 4th.  

It is a biennial event in which artists from the area open their studios or exhibit their art in 

venues from Westbury eastwards towards Salisbury, never far from the river.  The trail 

meanders through glorious countryside, takes you down little lanes, to tucked away 

cottages and small towns, village halls and public buildings, farm barns and church 

buildings.  Many places offer refreshment and everywhere there is the opportunity to buy 

beautiful and unique pieces of art! 

This year two of the venues were in 

Horningsham.  A selection of Clovis Patten’s 

abstract art was on display in the house where 

he grew up in Chapel Street.  His mother, 

Pippa, runs a successful seed business 

specialising in beans and herbs from her home.  

The house walls made a perfect setting for the 

wide range of glowing and subtle colours 

Clovis uses in his work. 

 

 

 
The second venue was at the Walled Garden, 

where artists specialising in decorative glass, 

silk screen printing, cyanotypes and felting, and 

Matt Simpson’s atmospheric photography were 

displaying their art in one of the traditional 

garden buildings set within the old brick walls.  

A chance too to wander around the garden, 

admiring the lush planting and bursting 

vegetable production.  Not to mention Matt’s 

renowned chilli sauces. 

So if you haven’t made the Trail this year, make 

a date in 2019, the last week in May! 

Carole Hill 
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MAIDEN BRADLEY VILLAGE SHOP and POST OFFICE 

01985 844206 

maidenbradleyvillageshop.org.uk 

 

New to the Shop 

We now stock quality frozen meals from Olive’s Kitchen.  Olive’s Kitchen is a family 

firm based on a farm near Sherborne and they source local products for their delicious 

range of dishes.  The shop has a small selection for you to try but the brochure is on view 

in the shop so you can see the full range of what they offer.  Apart from delicious fish and 

meat dishes there are vegetarian dishes and some excellent puds! 

We continue with our weekly supply of fruit and veg straight from the market every 

Thursday.  If you have any special requests then let us know and we can get them for you. 

We are starting an e-mail alert service.  Customers have asked that we let them know 

when we are getting any particular item in stock – e.g. a seasonal fruit/veg, a new item, 

Mere fish farm products etc.  If you would like to join this scheme please fill in one of the 

slips which are on the shop counter or send an e-mail direct to me. 

Liz Nixon. ernixon66@gmail.com 
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World War 1: 100 Years Ago This Month 

Ernest John Garrett 

Ernest Garrett was born in the second quarter of 1893 to Archibald and Ellen (Née Ford) 

Garrett.  He was their fourth son and the family lived at 212 - 213 Pottle Street. 

 

His father worked as a “Woodman” on Longleat Forestry.  The family continued to grow 

after Ernest’s birth, reaching a total of 7 sons and 4 daughters though at least 1 son and a 

daughter died in infancy.  Older villagers will remember one of his brothers, Noah, who 

lived into his 90s, dying in 1982. 

Ernest signed up at Warminster on 9
th

 December 1915 

but when he was called up to the Somerset Light 

Infantry in January, was transferred to the Royal 

Berkshire Regiment for his basic training and stayed in 

the 1
st
 Battalion for the rest of his service.  After 

completing his training he joined them in France at 

some point in 1916.  The next thing we know for 

certain about him is when his name appears in a long 

list of 92 wounded in the Berkshire Chronicle of 22
nd

 

September.  One cannot tell from the press report when 

the casualties happened but it is such a long list that it 

might have been when his Battalion was involved in 

heavy fighting at Delville Wood as part of the Battle of 

the Somme. 

What happened subsequently to Ernest is not known but it is most likely that he returned 

again to active service only to be wounded again. 
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He appears again in a casualty list in the following year in the Berkshire Chronicle as 

“Died of Wounds”.   

 

His Battalion was in the trenches on the Somme and suffered numerous casualties, mostly 

from shelling, presumably including Ernest.  From the few remaining records of Ernest’s 

service we know he died on 14
th

 June 1917 at a military hospital at Etaples near Boulogne 

and is buried along with 11,500 others at the nearby Etaples Military Cemetery.  His 

Mother requested that his headstone bore the words “Gone but not forgotten”. 

 

In October 1917 his father Archibald received Ernest’s back pay of £5.81 and after the war 

he received a War Gratuity of a further £5.50. 
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BUSES FROM BUS SHELTER AT THE COMMON 

Salisbury every Tuesday  83  

Leaves Horningsham 09.35 Holly Bush 09.37 Arrives Salisbury 10.30 

Departs Salisbury 13.45    Arrives Horningsham 14.45 
 

Trowbridge every Thursday  81  

Leaves Horningsham 10.03 Holly Bush 10.01 Arrives Trowbridge 10.55 

Departs Manvers St Trowbridge 13.10  Arrives Horningsham 14.04 
 

Warminster every Friday  82  

Friday leaves Horningsham 09.45 Holly Bush 09.48   Arrives Warminster 10.10 

Departs Warminster Coach Station 12.20 
 

Frome every Wednesday & Thursday 

Wednesday 80   leaves Horningsham 10.06 Holly Bush 10.01 

Departs Cork St. Car Park  12.15 and 13.45 

Thursday 81   leaves Horningsham 10.03 Holly Bush 10.01 

Departs Frome Market Place 13.50 

ADVERTISING RATES 
 

¼ page £4.00     ½ page £8.00     Full Page £16.00 

These apply to the inside pages of the magazine 
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BLACK AND YELLOW PAGES 

Black Boxes  Thursday 8
th

 & 22
nd

 June 

  Thursday 6
th

 & 20
th

 July 

Grey Bins  Friday 9
th

 & 23
rd

 June 

  Friday 7
th

 & 21
st
 July 

Blue Bins  Friday 2
nd

; 16
th

 & 30
th

 June 

  Friday 14
th

 & 28
th

 July 

Mobile Library  Tuesday 6
th

 June 

  10.00 – 10.30 opposite the Hall 

Horningsham Outreach Post Office service every Thursday at the Village Hall 

 from 1.30-4.30pm 

Frome Hospital Minor Injuries  01373 454740 

Community Police Officer  Vicky Howick 726818 ext 817 

Wiltshire Police – non emergency  101 

Neighbourhood Watch  Keith Shattock 844197 

Horningsham School   844342 

First Steps Nursery   844942 

Village Hall Hire   07541 211732 

Longleat Property Department  845535 

Parish Council  Sarah Jeffries 213436 

Congregational Chapel  Carol Cox horningshamchapel@aol.co.uk 

Horningsham Church Rector Rev Pauline Reid 841290 

Warminster District Link Scheme  211655 

Mere Link Scheme   01747 860096 

Stray or Fouling Dogs   0300 456 0100 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday 11
th

 June Horningsham Fayre 11 – 4 at the Hall 

Thursday 29
th
 June Parish Council 7.30 at the Hall 

Sunday 9
th
 July Village Reunion 11.15am at the Church 

Saturday 15
th
 July School Summer Party 5pm to 10pm at the Hall 
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Traditional 

Mole Catcher 

07512681111 
01373836350 

 

 



 

 

1111111  

988578 

Gardening & Handyman: Darren Ashley 
Grass Cutting; Shrub Maintenance; Planting Veg Gardens; Rotavating 

Painting, fixing, repairing gates and fencing 
Assembling flat pack furniture and shelves 

Erecting greenhouses and sheds 
Free quotations & fully insured – no job too small! 

01985 300225  07910 462632 

 

 

 
Official Decléor Beauty Room 

Massage Facials Holistic Treatments 

In West Woodlands 

Call Holly on 07557406609 

www.happynessbeautyroom.co.uk  

 

http://www.happynessbeautyroom.co.uk/

